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September 7, 1988 and in revised form October 25, 1988; accepted November 1, 1988 (8A1472) . (14, 19, 20) and phenobarbital (10, 11, (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) . Recently, Nebert and Gonzales (17) reviewed the P-450 gene superfamily and divided it, on the basis of nucleotide sequence homology into ten families, eight ofwhich exist in mammals. Stenoid 21-hydroxylase belongs to one of these families. This enzyme mediates the conversion of progesterone to 1 1-deoxycortisol in the biosynthetic pathway for production ofcortisol and aldosterone in the cortex ofthe adrenal gland (11, 22, 26, 27 : .
21-Hydroxylase
. i __. Figure  1) . In adult cortex, the activity of this enzyme is localized mainly in the zona glomerulosa and zona fasciculata ( Figure  1) where the biosynthesis of aldostenone and cortisol, respectively, occurs (9). Our results suggest that production of these two hommones in embryonic life and in the final organization of the gland takes place in groups ofspecialized cells which do not have a peculiar localization in the cortex. We were not able to detect 21-hy- 
